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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

T hroughout the planning process the planning team gathered pubdic input on issues proposed actions
and dternatives T he scoping processincluded interagency meetings pubdic workshops, newdetters
Advisory Commisson meetings and the development of a homepage on the internet. These were used to
identify the issues dternatives and impact topicsto be congdered for planning and to keep the pudic
informed and involved throughout the planning process

PUBLIC SCOPING AND WORKSHOPS

On Augugt 31, 1995, apudic notice describing the purpose of the planning effort was sent to the pudic,
media, agencies and other organizationson the Bureau of Land Management Cdifornia Desart Didrict’ s
mailing lig (about 6,000 names). The schedue for the firg round of puldic meetingswesincludedin the
notice. On Sgptember 5, 1995, anotice of intent announcing the beginning of the planning processand the
environmentd impact gatement was pudishedin the Federal Register.

Public scoping workshops were held from Sgptember 21 through 27, 1995 a 10 locations throughou the
planning area andin nearby areaswhere usrslive. These workshopswere held in Pasadena, San
Bernardino, Barsow, Baker, Needes Ridgecrest, Independence, Lone Pine, and Furnace Creek, CA, and
in LasVegas, NV. About 250 people atended the workshops T hese workshopswere used to identify
issues and concernsthat the team shoud addressin preparing separate agency management plansfor the
area. Theteam and other agency gaff dvidedinto two groypsto cover the 10 locationsin one week.
Detailed notestaken during the workshops were ammearized and placed in anotebook for theteam’ s
reference.

In late February 1997, a second notice was sent out to inform the public that there would be a second
round of workshopsin April focusng on conceptud dternatives A pressrelease was mailed to loca
mediain and near the planning area. Some loca nengpapers and radio gationsinformed the pudic about
theworkshops T he schedue for these workshopswes included in this notice and on the Northern and
Eagern Mojave Planning Effort homepage.

Ten pudic workshopswere held from April 14 through 24, 1997 a LasVeges Nevada, Needes Furnace
Creek, Bishop, Lone Pine, Barsow, Pasadena, San Bernardino, Baker, and Ridgecrest, Cdlifornia. Each
workshop began with a 20-minute presentation by Northern and Easern Mojave planning team leader
Dennis Shramm about the planning effort and the conceptud dternativesthat were arrayedin the
newdetter. After the presentation the team would st up three sationsfor natura resources cuturd
resources land use, and vigtor experience. At these gations the team gathered commentsand dternatives
andwrote them down on the flipcharts About 330 people attended the workshops

In Sptember 1998, Death Valley released aDraft Environmental Impact Staterment / General
Management Plan. Approximatey 450 printed copieswere dgributed for review. In addtion, about 100
CD-ROMs containing both 1998 draft Park planswere o sent. T he plan wesd<o poged on the internet
with linksfrom the Park’ shomepage and the Northern and Eagern Mojave planning page. T he notice of
availability wes pudished in the Federal Register by the Environmenta Protection Agency on September
11, 1998 (FR 48727). Written commentswere acoepted from Sgptember 11, 1998 through Januery 15,
1999, aperiod of 127 days Eleven pudic meetingswere held in October 1998 throughout the planning
regon of southern Cdifornia and southern Nevada. At these meetings aform was provided for the pudic
to write goecific commentsthat they desired to be addressed by the planning team.
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In addition, the planning team attended and participated in five meetings of the Desth Vdley Advisory
Commisson to obtain their feedoack, concerns and direction regardng the development of the generd
management plan.

COMMENTSON THE 1998 DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT AND GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN

Desth Valey received gpproximatey 600 comment lettersfrom government agencies tribes interest
goups, organizations and indviduds on the 1998 DEISGMP. In addtion, members of three
environmentad groups (Nationa Parks and Conservation Asociation, The Serra Club, and The
Wilderness Sciety) sent in approximately 1,800 identica poscards Sverd addtiond lettersand
pogcardswere received after the dlodng dete for pudic comments All written commentsare on file a

Park headquerters.

The Environmentd Protection Agency assgned arating of “LO” (lack of objections) to the 1998 Draft
Environmental Inmpact Statement and commended the Nationa Park Service for developing a quality
management plan for the Park. Copies of thisrevised DEIS/ GMP are a0 provided to the EPA.

Agenciesare drected to repond to subgtantive pudlic comments received during the comment period on
draft environmentd impact atements Comments are conddered substantive when they: @ question, with
reasonade bess the accuracy of information in the DEIS b) gquestion, with reasonade bess the
adequecy of the environmentd anayss ) present reasonadle dternatives other than those presentedin
the DEIS or d) cause changesor revisonsin the proposd. Commentsthat date apreferencefor one
dternative (or component of an dternative), gate opinions or are outsde the scope of the plan, are not
conddered subgtantive and reponses are not provided. However, dl lettersare read and considered.
Sbgantive commentswere addressed by means of written reponses and where appropriate, by revisons
to thetext of the1998 Draft Environmental Impact Staterrent in this Revised Draft Environmental Inpact
Satement.

Largdly due to pubdic comments subgtantia changeswere made to the 1998 DEISGMP. Consequently,
the Nationd Park Service prepared arevised DEISGMP to address concernsraised and to Solicit
addtiona public review on the changes Although not required, the NPSaso chose to provide regponses
to the commentsreceived on the 1998 DEISGMP in an attempt to darify issues addressinaccuracies
and provide reponsesto quesions raised on the 1998 DEISGMP. See the Comments and Responsesto
the 1998 Draft Environmental Inpact Staterment and General Managerment Plan document.

NEWSLETTERS AND HOMEPAGE

Thefird nendetter wassent out in Felruary 1996 to aout 6,000 names on the Bureau of Land
Management mailing lig for the Cdlifornia desert. It included a summary of planning issuesidentified at
the pudic meetingsand datementsof purpose and sgnificance for Death Valey Nationd Park, Mojave
Nationa Preserve, and BLM-managed lands within the planning area

The origna mailing lig was replaced with a planning specific mailing lig developed from meeting
participants, cooperating agencies advisory commisson membersand lettersreceived from the pudic. A
second nendetter was sent in March 1997 to aout 500 names on the Northern and Eagern Mojave
Planning Effort mailing lig. It contained a planning updeate, the schedule of the workshops generd
descriptions of conceptud aternatives and an outline of issuesfor which dternatives coud be developed
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T he nendetter was 0 posed on the homepage. Both newdettersinclude a one-page mailback for
recelving comments

In February 1997 ahomepagefor the three Cdifornia desart planning effortswent online on the BLM
Cdiforniaserver. It contained detailed information about each planning effort, background information
about the Mojave Desert, and the desert tortoise, pertinent legdation and maps and photographs In April
1998 the Northern and Easern Mojave Planning Effort homepage was moved to the NPSserver o that
the planning team woud have drect access Thelink to thishomepage isfoundin Deeth Vdley Nationa
Park’s homepage (Www.nps.gov/deva).

A third nendetter wassent out in April 1998 to the Northern and Eagern Mojave Planning Effort mailing
lig (which had grown to aboout 900 names) to update readers on the planning effort. The nendetter
explainedtha three ssparate draft environmenta impact gatementsfor each area (Mojave Nationd
Preserve, Death Vdley Nationd Park, andthe BLM pulic landswithin the Northern and Easern Mojave
planning area) would be produced indead of one comprehengve draft environmenta impact Satement. A
revised planning schedue and comment form for receiving the documentswere aso providedin the
newdetter.

A one-page update dongwith aresponse form was mailed out to about 3,600 nameson the mailinglig in
February 2000. T hisupdate served to inform those individuds and agencies of our curent gatusand our
intent to prepare arevised draft environmenta impact gatement (DEIS. It d<o requeted return of aform
identifying interes and desrefir a copy of the revised DEIS

AGENCY CONSULTATION

An interagency meeting wes held on Augugt 23, 1995, to dscussthe issuesto be addressed in this
planning effort. The meeting wes atended by 43 gaff from the Nationd Park Service, the Bureau of Land
Management, andthe U.S Fish and Wildife Service.

The Cdiforniaand Nevada gate higoric presrvation officerswere formaly notified by letter in April
1996 of the planning effort. A regponse letter offering suggetionsweasreceived from the Cdiforniagae
higoric preservation officer in May 1996. A planningteam member met briefly with the gate higoric
preservation officer in June 1996 and offered a briefing on the planning effort. No date for the briefing
was confirmed. Copiesof the draft plan were sent to both officesfor review. Brief commentswere
received from Nevadaand are addressed in the separate comments and responses document.

Following the public scoping workshopsin April 1997, another two-day interagency meetingwas heldin
Bargow, Cdiforniato dscussthe dternativesand commentsheard a the workshops Twenty-eight daff
membersfrom the Nationd Park Service, the Bureau of Land Management, the U.S Fish and Wildife
Sarvice, the Cdifornia Sate Parks, and San Bernardino County attended the two-day meeting Comments
were gathered on the firg day and dternativeswere developed on the second day .

An interagency meeting was held on April 10, 1997 to discuss liged and sendtive speciesin the planning
area It wasdecided that the team would plan for liged and sengtive gpeciesbased on hahitat types A
follow-up meetingwas held on dine 11, 1997, to continue the dscusson. Hahitat typeswere ranked
according to priority, and tasks were asigned to gaff membersto gether information needed to map the
habitatswith the highest priority.

Conautation with the U.S Fish and Wildife Service on liged specieswesiinitiated in Augugt 1998. The
L asVegasoffice dedt with the Devils Hole pupfish while the Ventura office handed the remainder of the
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Park. Renitiation of conautation on the revised DEIS/ GMP wes begun in February 2000 based on
changes made to the document.

Copiesof thefird interna agency comhined draft environmenta impact Satement were providedto the
Environmentd Protection Agency in Sin Francisco. Copies of the ssparate draft plansfor each Park unit
were offered for review, but the Environmenta Protection Agency declined to review these documents

optingingead to review and comment on the public drafts
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Native American Consultation

NATIVE AMERICAN CONSULTATION

On March 7, 1996, T eam Leader Dennis Sshramm, Desth Valey Nationd Park Siperintendent Dick
Martin, and Cutura Resources Soecidig Linda Greene met with representatives of the Timbisha
Shoshone Tribe at Death Valey. A follow-up meetingwith tribal leaderswasheld at their officesin Death
Valey on April 28, 1997. T he purpose of these meetingswesto initiate government-to-government
relaionshipsfor the planning effort. T he tribe wes briefed on the scope and gatus of the planning effort
and discussed issues.

Extensve government-to-government conautations have been conducted with the Timbisha Shoshone
Tribe regardng land ue matters T hese conaltations have resuted in the draft report “ The Timbisha
Shoshone Homdand’ (1999) andthe Draft Legidative Environmental Inpact Staterment, Tirrbisha
Shoshone Horreland (2000).

An intertribel meeting involving the Fort Mojave Indan Tribe, Timhisha Shoshone Indan Tribe,
Chemehuevi Indan Tribe and the San Manuel Band of Misson Indianswes held on Juy 11, 1997 a the
Fort Mohave Resrvation’ sAvi Hotd and Cagno in the Laughlin, NV area. T he purpose of the meeting
wasto discuss Native American issuesand dternatives Invitation letterswere sent to 13 tribal officesand
to NPSand BLM gaff. Seven representativesfor the tribes and nine agency saff atended the meeting.
Mr. William “ Bill” Mungary (an intertribel leader) facilitated the meeting.

T he meeting began with an introduction and greeting by Mr. Mungary followed by an overview of the
planning effort by Team Leader Dennis Shramm. Then at ther requed, the tribesmet for an hour anda
half without the presence of the agencies T hiswasthen followed by athree-hour dscusson between the
tribesand agenciesthat wasfocused on protection of cutural Stesand accessto these Stes Thetribel
representatives also addressed how they would want further conautation to be handed. Copiesof the
1998 draft EIS/ GMP were provided to the tribe for review and reponsesto their commentsare
addressed in the separate comments and responses document.

DEATH VALLEY NATIONAL PARK ADVISORY
COMMISSION

Death Valley’ sAdvisory Commission wes gppointedin September 1997. A seriesof meetingswere held
in Degth Vdley on November 20, 1997, January 8 and 9, 1998, Felruary 11 and 12, 1998, April 22 and
23, 1998, and September 1998. During these meetings the commisson memberswere briefed on the
planning process and schedule, mgjor issues, Park operationsand took afied trip through Sdine Valey to
see ome of theissuesfirghand. Copiesof the draft EIS/ GVMIP were provided to commisson members
for review, and the commisson wes briefed on the document during the puldic review period. A letter was
sent by the commisson providng commentson the plan and isincluded in the comments and responses
document.
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INVITED COOPERATING AGENCIES

At theinitiation of the Northern and Eagern Mojave planning effort, aletter was sent to the following
agencies advigng them of the planning scope and purpose, and inviting their participation as
cooperators or to desgnate a planning contact. Those marked with as agerisk desgnated a planning
contact.

FEDERAL:

Bureau of Indian Affairs®

Nationd Training Center - Ft. Irwin*
China Lake Nava Air Weapons Center
Army Corp of Engneers
Environmenta Protection Agency

Inyo Nationa Foregt

STATE:

Cdifornia Department of Fish and Game

Cdifornia Department of Parksand Recreation*
Cdifornia Department of Trangportation (Didricts8 & 9)
Sate Lands Commission

Cdifornia Sate Higoric Preservation Office*

Nevada Sate Higoric Preservation Office

LOCAL:

County of San Bernardino, CA*
County of Inyo, CA*

County of Mono, CA

Clark County, NV*

Nye County, NV

Esmeralda County, NV

NATIVE AMERICAN:
Timbisha $hoshone Indan Tribe*

Fort Mohave Indan Tribe
Chemehuevi Indian Tribe
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List of Agencies and Organizations to Whom Copies of the Draft Plan were Sent

LIST OF AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONSTO WHOM
COPIESOF THE DRAFT PLAN WERE SENT

Federal Agencies

Department of Agricuture
Natura Resource Conservation Svice, Mojave Didrict
Department of the Army
Army Corp of Engineers, Sacramento Didrict
Army Corp of Engneers Los Angeles Didrict
Department of Defense
ChinaLake Nava Wegpons Sation
Nationa Training Center, Ft. Irwin
Department of the Interior
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Sacramento
Bureau of Indian Affairs Southern California Agency, Riversde
Bureau of Land Management, California Sate Office
Bureau of Land Management, Desert Didrict, Riversde
Bureau of Land Management, Barsow Field Office, CA
Bureau of Land Management, Needles Field Office, CA
Bureau of Land Management, Nevada Sate Office
Bureau of Land Management, Ridgecrest Field Office, CA
Bureau of Land Management, L as VegasField Office, NV
Bureau of Land Management, T onopah Field Office, NV
Fish and Wildife Service, Fied Office, Ventura
Nationd Park Sxvice, Death Valey Nationad Park
Nationa Park Service, Denver Service Center
Nationa Park Sxvice, Mojave Nationd Preserve
Nationd Park Sxvice, Pacific Wes Region
Nationa Park Sxvice, Joshua Tree Nationd Park
Nationa Park Service, Lake Mead National Recreation Area
National, Park Service, SequoialKings Canyon National Park
Nationa Park Srvice, Washington, D.C.
Nationa Park Service, Water Resources Divison
U.S Geologica Survey, Biologca Resources Divison, Colorado Plateau
U.S Geologica Srvey, Canyon Cres Field Sation
Eagern SerraInteragency Vistor Center
Environmenta Protection Agency, Region IX
Fores Srvice, Inyo Nationa Forest

Federal Advisory Groups
Desath Valley National Park Advisory Commisson

Elected Officials

U.S Senator Barbara Boxer, California
U.S Senator Dianne Feingein, Cdifornia
U.S Senator Richard Bryan, Nevada
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U.S Senator Harry Reid, Nevada

U.S Representative Jerry Lewis, Cdifornia
U.S Repreentative Shelley Berkeley, Nevada
U.S Representative Jm Gbbons, Nevada
Governor Gray Davis Cdifornia

Governer Kenny Guinn, Nevada

State Agencies

Cdlifornia Department of Conservation, Divison of Mines and Geology
Cdlifornia Department of Fish and Game
Cdifornia Department of Parks and Recreation
Cdifornia Department of Trangportation, Didrict 8
Cdifornia Department of Trangportation, Digrict 9
Cdlifornia Federation of Mineradogical Society
Cdifornia Sate Higoric Preservation Officer
CdiforniaSate Lands Commisson

Cdifornia Sate Univerdty, Fulerton

Nevada Divison of Minerds

Nevada Sate Higoric Preservation Officer
Universty of Cdifornia, Los Angeles

L ocal Agencies

Baker Community Service Didrict

Big Pine Chamber of Commerce

City of Los Angdles, Bureau of Engineering

Clark County, Nevada, Department of Parks and Recreation
Clark County, Nevada, Department of Comprehensve Planning
Death Valley Chamber of Commerce

Esmeralda County Board of Commissoners

Indian WellsValey Water Didrict

Inyo County Agricutural Department

Inyo County Board of Supervisors

Inyo County Planning Department

Kern County Board of Supervisors

Los Angeles Department of Water and Power

Mono County Board of Supervisors

Mono County Planning Department

Nye County Board of Commissoners

Nye County Department of Natural Resources and Federal Facilities
Pinon Mesa Midde Shool

San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors

Town of Amargosa

Organizations

American Motorcyle Asociation, Digrict 37
Animd Protection Ingitute

Barrick Bullfrog Inc

BLM Lands Foundation
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List of Agencies and Organizations to Whom Copies of the Draft Plan were Sent

Blue Ribbon Coalition

Cdifornia Asociation of 4-Whed Drive Clubs
Cdifornia Deserts T owrism Asociation
Cdifornia Lichen Society

Cdlifornia Off-Road Vehicle Asociation
Center for Biological Divergty

Chatswvorth Womens Club

Committee for Regponsble Growth

T he Conservation Fund

Degth Vdley 49 ers

Death Valley Hiker Asociation

Desath Valley Natural Higory Asociation
Desert Botanical Garden

Desert Srvivors

Eagtern Serra Audubon Society
Environmenta Management Asociates
F.M. Myrick Research

Friends of the Mojave Road

Furnace Creek Inn & Ranch Resort

Gear Grinders

Genesis Gold Corp

Gold Valley Ranch

High Desert Mulitiple Use Codlition
LasVegas Gem Club

Landells Aviation

Lilburn Corporation

Molycorp, Inc.

Nationa Parksand Conservation Asociation
Natural Resources Defense Council
Needes Gem and Minera

OMYA

Pahrump Public Lands Advisroy Board
People for the U.SA.

People for the West

PonderosaDairy

Public Lands Council

Rainfores Action Network

Recon

Red Rock Audubon

Regore: The North Woods

Sage Associates

SHine Preservation Asociation

The SerraClub

The Serra Club, Angeles Chapter

Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep
Southwes Forest Alliance

TierraDe Sl Four Wheel Drive Club of San Diego
U.S Borax Inc.

Wild Burro Rescue and Preservation Project
The Wilderness Sciety
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Wilderness Watch

Tribal Governments

Timbisha Shoshone Tribe
Pascua Yaqui Tribal Council
Colorado River Tribe

Libraries

Amargosa Pudlic Library

AngelesMesa Library

Balboa Library

Bestty Library

Boulder City Library

Cdifornia Sate Universty, Long Beach Main Library
Cdif. Sate Univ., Northridge, Oviatt Library

Clark County Library

Henderson Public Library San Bernardino County Library, Adminigration
Inyo County Free Library, Bishop Branch Library
Inyo County Free Library, Death Valey Branch
Inyo County Free Library, Lone Pine Branch Library
LasVegasPublic Library

Mohave County Library

Napa City County Library

Nevada Sate Library

Pahrump Library

Pasadena Public Library Pasadena Public Library
Ridgecrest Library

Sacramento Centrd Library

San Bernardino County Library, Barsow Branch
San Bernardino County Library, Needles Branch
San Bernardino County Library, Victorville Branch
San Francisco Public Library, Civic Center

Seattle Public Library

Shaga County Library

Sinrise Public Library

Univergty of ArizonaLibrary

Univerdty of California, Davis, Shields Library
Univergty of Cdifornia, Irvine, Main Library
Univerdty of Nevada, LasVegas, James R. Dickinson Library

Approximately 350 indviduals were sent either printed or CD-ROM verson of the plan. The plan isalso
poged on the internet.
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